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Dear friends,

W have had a great neeting in Mexico. You will read the reports inside this
paper. And there is still a plan for the next neeting. Patrick Bleuzen offered
to organize it. Mre of it inside too

Qur neeting gave nme the strong feeling that it had been right to try to find a
cl oser cooperation. Each of us has his own background, his own way to work - to
collect, to wite, to think, to see various caracters. W need to discuss nore
often to find out the comon aim of our research. And therefore we have
BUPRESTIS. W only need to use it.

For our next BUPRESTIS | expect your news until 15 decenber, 1992

Best wi shes

Hans Mihl e
Edi t or



A. RESEARCH ACTI VI TI ES AND | NTERESTS

Patrick Bleuzen continues the revision of worldwi de Actenodini. There are
numerous new species in genus Actenodes and the work proofed to be nore
difficult and lasts |onger than expected. He wants to thank all collegues who
sent their material especially the Americans who had been very cooperati ve.
Beside this he is prepairing several other papers: the description of a new
Chrysobothris from French Guayana and another on Col obogaster with notes on the
synonyny and descriptions of new speci es.

Takaharu Hattori is describing new species of the genus Ovalisia, captured by
hi min Tai wan.

B. SPECI ES WANTED FOR RESEARCH OR EXCHANGE

Hans Mihl e: Who can send ne (for the Zool ogi sche Staatssanm ung Minchen) wood
with alive |larves of Ml anophila acum nata ?

C. REQUESTS FOR LI TERATURE

D. FORUM

OBI TUARY - Frank M Beer
(* Decenber 5, 1903 - t Decenber 15, 1991)

Frank MBeer, long time nenber of the COCES and nationally recognized
coleopterist, died in Wodburn, Oegon. One of those rare breeds, a Native
Oregonian, he was born in Silverton and raised in the Wllamette Valley. He
graduated from the University of Oregon, conpleting his graduate work at the
University of Washington. In 1929 at Hubbard, Oregon, he married Vesta Scholl;
she died in 1979. After retirement, Frank and his wife spent the cool er nonths
in Yuma, Arizona, then he took pernanent residence there until failing health
necessiated returning to be near famliy in O egon.

He taught high school in Idaho, Washington and Oregon, including Gants Pass and
Salem -- the original Salem H gh School. For 20 years he was on the faculty of
the Science Department at Oregon State University and retired as Professor
Enmeritus. He was a nenber of the national Scientific Honor Society and the
Col eopterists Society. He is survived by his son Frank S. of Aspen Col orado, and
one grandchild; brothers Earl of Brooks and Marvin of Canby -- both O egon.
During his many years of avid beetle chasing, with included travels over nuch of
the U S. (especially the West) and into Mexico, Frank amassed and i npressively
| arge, conprehensive and well-curated, specialized collection. He should be
renown for his uncanny ability to ferret out buprestids in their host plants; to
di scover unknown hosts by chopping or rearing out adults. He continued with this
endeavor weel into his eighties, exploring the sere |andscapes sorrounding his

home in Yurma, bringing home his booty and carefully prearing it -- this and
working in his vegetable garden until failing eyesight and advancing arthritis
prevailed. In 1986 his collection was donated to the WIIliam F.Barr

Ent onol ogi cal Museum University of |daho, Mscow, along with his extensive
field and collecting notes, at the urging of Frank's sister-in-law, Dorothy Hole
of Moscow. This was facilitated through the efforts of hisd longtime friend and
fellow buprestophile, WIlliam F.Barr; and the nuseum coll ection nanager, Frank
Meri ckel . According to the latter, the Beer Col l ection consisits of
approxi mately 8770 Buprestidae, 2980 Cicindelidae and 1305 Carabi dae: Cychri ni
(al nost entirely in the genus Scaphinotus). It was a trenendously fine addition
to this major resource base.

Bet ween 1940 and 1974, Frank authored or coauthored at |east eight publications
on Buprestidae. In 1971, he described the remarkable "Oregon Cascades Endenic
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Snai | -eating G ound Beetle", Scaphinotus hatchi. Perhaps his nobst notable work -
- certainly the nost conprehensive -- was published with Melville H Hatch in
1941, The Col eoptera of Washington, Buprestidae, Univ.of Washington Publ. 10
(3):93-144, in which much of his artwork appears. He was an acconplished
scientific illustrator.
Frank was one of the nicest and nobst generous people | have known; a true
gentl eman. Should anything go wong or otherwise frustrate him his trongest
reaction was to say, "Ch, pshaw" (I can still hear this favorite expression of
his!) He always was free wth information on «collecting localities and
techni ques, and with duplicate specinens from his collection. | spent many an
enj oyabl e hour of visitation and beetle talk ( and drooling over his collection)
in "The Bug Roon’ at his home in Corvallis.
To wax anecdotally: during one of Franks visits from Yuma, | asked him how a
nati ve Oregonian such as he could stand the oppressive heat of hottest Arzona.
And wi thout an air conditioner in either home or vehicle. He said the secret was
to spend as little tine as possible in air conditioned public places -- to keep
acclimatized; and while at hone, especially during the tedious hours of beetle
work, to sit in his underwear, taking advatage of a fan and cross ventilation.
Friends, fellow coleopterists, all who knew him wll mss him Frank, we wsh
you well in your quest for that "G eat Buprestid in the Sky"!

Ri ck Westcott, Plant Division, Oegon Departnent of Agricultare, Salem

PUBLI CATI ONS BY FRANK M BEER

Beer, Frank M 1940. Notes on sonme Buprestidae of southwestern O egon. Pan-
Paci fic Entonol . 16: 13- 16

1944. Notes on the host, habits and distribution of Oegon Acrmaeodera
(Col.:Bup.). Pan-Pacific Entonol.20:105-109

1949. The rearing of Buprestidae and delayed energence of their I|arvae.
Col eopts. Bull. 3:81-84

1967. A new western Chrysobothris (Col.:Bup.). Pan-Pacific Entonol.43:18-21

1970. Not es and observati ons on t he Bupr esti dae (Col.).
Col eopts. Bul | . 24: 39-41

1971a. A new species of Scaphinotus from Oegon (Col.:Carbaidae). Pan-
Paci fic Entonol . 47:257-259

1971b. Note on Cicindela colunbica Hatch. G cindela 3:32
1974. New Buprestidae (Col.). Col eopts.Bull.28:49-50

Beer, Frank M and Hatch, Melville H 1940. The Coleoptera of WAshington:
Buprestidae. Univ.Washington Publ.Biol.10:93-144, 34 figs.

Beer, Frank M and WMaser, Chris. 1973. Two tiger beetles new to O egon.
Ci cindel a 5:33-34

Maser, Chris and Beer, Frank M 1971. Notes on Agrilus politus politus San and
Agrilus politus burkei Fisher (Col.:Bup.). Coleopts.Bull.25(1): 35-36

1984. Notes on cicindelid habitats in Oregon. Cicindela 16:39-60
DO
Patrick Bl euzen offers to organi ze our next buprestol ogists' neeting. He wites:

4



If you agree | wll organize an entonological neeting in French Guyana at the
end of summrer 1993.

The best time for various entonological activities and finding of buprestids
will be the I ast week of August and the begi nning of Septenber.

Qur group will stay in one or two canps next to the primary forest in order to
have best opportunities.

The hotels | have in mnd do have only limted room a too large group wll
cause problens. A group of 5 to 10 persons will be the best.

In order to confirm or stop our project | should have your answer before the
deadl i ne of our next BUPRESTI S i ssue.

Life in French Guyana normally is expensive but our hotels in the bush will have

reasonabl e prices.

Wthin our trip of 2 or 3 weeks a visit in KOUROU, the European space center
could be arranged. Wth a little luck we can "assist" to send "ARI ANE'" one of
the space rockets to the universe. Starts are foreseen for August and Septenber
1993.

Concerning our collecting . . . there will be also good results at the Iight
traps during this tine of the year. And beating, sweeping or other nethods to
find xyl ophagous insects in the local forest are pronmetting average to excell ent
results.

I will be already several tinmes in Guayana in winter and spring 1993.

DO

Mark Hanl on has sent a short note about a collecting trip during the past
season:

The past season in south-eastern Australia has been one of the best on record.
The peak of activity during the nonths of Decenber and January was highlited
with the collection of a nunber of species that have been unrecorded over the
past decade and never in such nunbers (the energence appears to have been
triggered by sustained periods of dry, warm weather wth |ong periods of
sunshine over the prior year). By far the best area for collecting occured
between Sydney and the Queensland state border, some 900 kiloneters to the
north.

As fortunate as | considered nyself in finally being able to experience one of
those 'exceptional' years perhaps even nore fortunate was fellow buprest |over
Magnus Peterson who flew into Sydney from Perth for a herpetol ogi cal conference
just as things were noving into top gear.

It took little persuading to get a one day field trip together and by 7.30 on a
clear Saturday norning we were on the road headed for an area 150 km to the
nort hwest of Sydney. Once clear of the suburbs (the first 50km) the road ran
nmostly through tall eucalypt forest which hunmed with the constant drunmm ng of
several cicada species. W stopped here and there on the way to our destination,
collecting from several Leptospermum and Eucal yptus species. The Leptospermnmm
flavescens was past its peak (probably due to the past three days of rain)
however there were a few interesting species of buprestids about. Particularly
conmon was Stignbdera jacquinoti in the swanpy areas while on the |eaves of
dwarf Banksia in the adjacant forest was Cyria inperialis.

Qur destination was a Leptospermum lined creek w nding through sem -cleared
habitat in the hills of the lower Hunter region. The general area conprised
noderately tall (15 to 20 netre) eucal ypt forest however was quite dry and there
was little grass growing in the paddocks that abbutted the creek. By the tine we
arrived it was after midday which gave us only a couple of hours collecting
before a frantic rush hone to a prior engagenent. The tenperature was in the
30's (Celsius) and the hum dity high however the collecting was good.

By the time our pre-deternined departure tine was upon us we had ten species of
Tenmpgnat ha and probably a similar nunber of Castiarina. The genus Tenbgnatha
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conprises approximately eighty species which are generally noderately large to
very large diurnal nectar feeding beetles. On the east coast of Australia
capturing nore than three or four species of Tenpgnatha synpatrically is quite
an achi evnent and to capture ten was positively unheard of.

In addition to the two nmost common Sydney species, T.variabilis and T.affinis
which were present in large nunbers (in one shake of ny net over sone
Lept ospermum blossom | had 14 affinis and 3 variabilis!) some of the nore
uncommon speci es (thoracica, sexmaculata, suturalis, grandis and linbata) were
al so present. Two of the forner species (thoracica and sexmacul ata) had not been
collected previously by nyself despite an active ten years collecting in the
Sydney region. In addition to those Tenbgnatha species already nentioned three
ot her species (donovoni, maculiventris, and sanguiniventris) were found. These
latter species are not often recorded so close to Sydney and new range records
may have been nade.

O the Castiarina species, of nobst interest was a specinmen of C armata which |
had previously collected, and a nale specinmen of C. cupricollis which was the
first such specimen known (this individual is with Dr. Shelley Barker from the
University of Adelaide for inclusion in a description of the species in a
nmonogr aph on Castiarina to be published in the near future).

Unfortunately our collecting tine came to an end all too quickly and we were
soon barrelling back to suburbia with an ice box brimrng with specinmen jars
full of kicking beetles (w thout the ice box speci nens would quickly succunb to
the heat) and our minds etched with the nmenmories of a glorious day. It is
difficult to forget the sight of white blossom against a vivid blue sky
background wei ghed down by half a dozen of |arge beetles of various species, or
the silhouette of a T.sexmaculata with large pink spots on its black elytra as
it cruises the Leptospermum blossom three neters above your head while you
silently pray it will land within reach of your nets.

Magnus was elated with the results of his fortuitous timng and took back to
Western Australia a range of fresh specinens to enable his research on
Tenmongnat ha to conti nue.

OO0

Cuck Bellany has sent the follow ng |ines:
1) This has been a very interesting year for me in terms of contact with our
col |l eagues. In February | talked with Mark Vol kovitsh by tel ephone from Mont ana,

where he was staying for six weeks. In md-March, | flew to Portland Oregon
where Rick Westcott picked nme up. W then drove to Moscow (hah!) Idaho to spend
time with Bill Barr and Mark who drove west from Montana. In My, | tal ked by

tel ephone several tinmes with Shelley Barker, who was visiting North America;
unfortunately we weren't able to nmeet. In July was the trip to Mexico you have
read about from Rick Westcott. | was very glad to spend time with Svata Bily,
Hans Mihl e and Mark Vol kovitsh again; they are very good collectors. Here | was
able to nmeet Ted MacRae for the first tine as well as Armando Burgos and Kim
Pullen in Cuernavaca. Kimis an Australian working in Mexico and is friend of
CGeoff WIIlians; he has been collecting buprestids for ne for several years and
has added sone interesting material to the Mexican Acmaeodera project. In late
July | had a tel ephone conversation from Mark Hanlon in Australia; unfortunately
we were unable to nmeet when he visited California the next week. Who knows what
the rest of the year will bring.

2) | spent three days at the California Acadeny of Sciences , in San Francisco
in md-My. | had hoped to neet Shelley Barker during this tine but our plans
couldn't be coordinated. During those three days | nmanaged to sort through the
entire collection of Buprestidae and have left the collection sorted by genus
level. This material is now nmuch nore accessible to those who wi sh to borrow for
their research. They are currently conputerizing the collection records and w |l



be able soon to imediately see if they have exanples of taxa that are
request ed.

Prior to | eaving Washington, D.C. last year, | had conpleted the sane curatorial
effort with the buprestid collection at the U S National Mseum of Natural
H story. | have a conputer file of the entire collection as well as a |list of
types which | wll hope to publish eventually. If anyone has a particular
interest in knowing what is in these collections, I'll be happy to provide the
information as well as to provide introductions tzo the curators responsible for
t he Buprestidae.

3) As | wote earlier, | have the conplete remmining stock of reprints of
W S. Fi sher and George Vogt. These can be sent to you without cost and | will
gladly send lists of the papers that are still avail able.

4) | have several duplicate larger works on buprestids which | would like to

sell or exchange for volumes missing in nmy library. Included are vioilumes by
Wat erhouse (Biologia Centrali  Americana), Hoschek (Revision der Gattung
Conognat ha), Casey (Studies in the Anerican Buprestidae), Knull (Buprestidae of
Pennsyl vani a), Chanberlin (Catalogue of the Buprestidae of North Anmerica) as
well as a copy of Arnett's Beetles of the United States and Bl ackwel der's six
vol une Catalogue of the Beetles of Latin America. Anyone who is interested
shoul d contact nme for a conplete |list and asking prices.

5) What has happened to our col |l eagues Thieri Lander and Masao Toyama?
OO0
And here is the report of our Mexican adventure:

"El Primero Expedicion Internacional de Buprestol 6gos a México 1992
por Richard L.Westcott

28 June: Al went snoothly for Chuck Bellany and | as we began our quest for the
wi |y Mexican Buprestidae. W changed planes in Mexico City on a night so clear

that all the lights were visible - - this city |ooks nmuch better at night - -
and arrived in Acapul co about 9 p.m W obtained our 1992 VW "Escarabaj o Bl anco”
from Avis, then spent our only night in a air conditioned hotel - - we wel coned

it; it had been a | ong day.

29 June: It was an even longer day - - to be considerably nore than 24 hours - -
for our European colleagues, Svata Bily, Hans Mihle and Mark Vol kovitsh, who
later collectively, struck fear in the hearts of all Mexican buprestids - - and
probably some Mexicans too! Wile Chuck and | slowy worked our way north to
Chi | panci ngo, collecting nothing worth mentioning - - but being scared out of
our wits by a Querreran policeman carrying an automatic weapon ( he turned out
to be very friendly and speak English!) - - those three notable stalwarts began
their journey to Mexico City, arriving alnost at nidnight.

30 June: During the wee hours of the norning, the "Eurobupers" collected beetles
at light along the road to Chil pancingo, where we net them that afternoon with
arousing "Bienvenidos a Mxico!" W all had noderate success collecting the
north scrub low ands (550-880 m north of that city, taking perhaps 7 or 8
speci es of Acnmmeodera anong other, |ess notable bups. Dinner was a second night
of tortas (a type of sandwi ch) for Chuck and I, and not a nenorable introduction
to the Mexican cuisine for our friends from across the Atlantic. However,
nmenor abl e were the barking German shepherd and plethora of cohetes (exploding
skyrockets) at Mdtel Las Cabafas!



1 July: After a rainy delay waiting to pay a parking fine - - they "steal" your
front license plate - - once again we collected the nore arid |ow and scrub,
where Svata first goes wild with the bright green tropics net, Mark ravages the
| andscape with the heavy-duty sweep net; and Hans and | pick the wong side of
the highway in which we collect! We then drove to the |arge and rather beautyfu
city of Cuernavaca ("Cowhorn") and for dinner had our first tacos al pastor and
cerveza - - nuy delicioso

2 July: In hopes of finding the rare banboo borer, Acnmeodera sinal oensis, we
traveld to a site near Cacahuamilpa (There is a fine cave here, but we did not
have tine for such diversions, unfortunately). In the quest we failed, but Mark
was agog over collecting three specimens of Euchroma gigantea - - the only ones
of our trip. That afternoon we net sone entonol ogi sts from Universi dad Aut 6nonma
de Morelos, one of whom Arnmando Burgos, graciously arranged for us to stay two
nights at the villa donated to the University by fornmer Presidente de Mexico,
Luis Echeverria. Nice digs! But still there were barking dogs at night. And a
nmosquito or two - - actually, the trip was remarkable free from those pesky
di pterans and other biting and stinging verm n!

3 July: My wife's birthday! Guided by Armando, we visited a fanmous collecting
spot near the city, Cafion de Lobos, where we found considerable diversity of
Agrilus, but in low nunbers. The weather was beautifully clear until mid-
afternoon, at which point the sky opened in a torrent. It was a horrible drive
back to "Los Bel enes" (our "hotel"), as the streets were flooded and there was
much traffic - - | went rather berserk. That evening we enjoyed delicious pozole
(soup nmade with homi ny and chicken, served with avocado, onion and taquitos - -
yummm ') at a small speciality restaurant.

4 July: Remmants of the tropical storm produced some cool, cloudy, windy and a
bit rainy weather as we drove southeast to spend the night in Acatlan, Puebla

Still we collected a variety of Buprestidae (nostly Agrilus spp.), nostly by
beati ng. The Eurobupers nade an exciting discovery of Polycesta sp. chopped from
a dead Bursera tree. My day was brightened by collecting "Agrilus" carissinus.

For dinner we ate tacos from a street vendor but, alas, they did not offer
cervezal

5 July: Traversing sone interesting |andscapes which ranged from 1200-1850m we
collected a variety of bups - - again nmostly Agrilus spp.; however, | believe we
were nore productive of Cleridae! At one stop, Hans anused hinmself by chasing
Cicindelidae in an arroyo. W arrived at our prinmary meeting place, Huajuapan de
Ledn, Caxaca to find waiting Byrd Dozier, who had driven alone all the way from
Florida. The poor fellow was on his third day of "Revancha de Mbctezuma".

However, he was his usual |oquacious self - - but he had not the energy for even
one set of tennis! That evening for dinner, while Byrd ate a can of peas, we
enjoyed such delicacies as tacos al pastor and alanbres (fried m xture of neat,

green peppers, onions and cheese). The remmi nder of our group, Ted MacRae, Gayle
Nel son and Dave Verity flew to Acapulco and began their journey, spending the
next two nights in Chilpancingo and collecting the Iowand thorn scrub. There
t hey encountered Jelinekia barri in good nunbers.

6-8 July: Wiile awaiting the arrival (8 July) of Ted, Gayle and Dave, we scoured
the nostly sem-arid countryside - - from pal metto-oak woodl ands to the infanmous
(in this newsletter, anyway) "Cactus Wonderlond" - - collecting, anmong other
things, a new species of Acnaeodera fornerly known from one specinmen. W were
joined for a day by Kim Pullen, an Australian entonol ogi st who has been working
in Mexico for several years on a biological control project ainmed against
Lantana, which is a terrible weed in Australia. Mark chopped a Xenorhipis and
the new Acrmaeodera from nesquite wood. He and his fellow Erubupers nmarvel ed at
the variety of cactus and other strange plants. Rick missed out on a second
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dinner of alanbres - - and the camaraderie of our entire entourage descending
upon H. de Ledn for the evening nmeal - - due to "Revancha de Moctezuma" (Thanks a
lot, Byrd; | worried there mght be a catch to that beer you gave ne!), being
lucky to hold down an avocado on bolillo. R ck and Chuck changed rooms twice in
order to obtain both hot and cold water - - and a functioning toilet! Hote

Grasol is not the "Ritz" - - but the price is right.

9 July: The historical group fotos are taken. Byrd |leaves to begin his journey
homeward, but we still await his tales of buprestidological prowess along the
way. Eight collectors in four cars head southeastward. W attained an el evation
of over 2300 m (oak-pine forest) on our way to Oaxaca; however, the collecting

was limted - - perhaps because so much of the land has been disturbed, nostly
by |ogging and slash-and-burn agriculture. | would not reconmend this part of
H ghway 190 to buprestid collectors and feel fortunate not to have m ssed much
by spending nost of day still under the influence of My ctezuma. W all net

outside of the city, then found our noisy Hotel Virginia

10 July: Chuck fell prey to Myctezuma (another victimof Byrd' s beer) and spent
the day in the hotel. | found a "rain stick", the purchase of which was
necessary in order that ny wife, Kathy, would allow ne to come hone (it was her
birthday present), then joined Dave, Gayle and Ted for some rather inproductive
collecting east of CQaxaca . . . Beautiful and quite undisturbet vegetation,
i ncluding pine-oak forest, but where are the beetles?! The Eurobupers took the
day off to play tourista at Ruinas de Monte Al ban. W all returned to find Chuck
feeling better - - hooray! But later he found out he should not have eaten so
much for dinner this night.

11 July: First arranging to nmeet at an intersection near Tehuantepec, we nostly
went our separate ways. Sone of us stopped to view the famous Tule Tree
( Taxodi um mucronatun), which nmeasures 41.85 m high, 14.05 m di aneter. Chuck and
I went to chek a locality record, near Qaxaca, for another new species of
Acmaeodera which was known from one specinen. The correct nunber of kiloneters
did not put us at the correct elevation; neverthel ess, we |ocated our quarry - -

and nmuch nore; our best collecting of the trip. | had told the others not to be
late to neet, but Chuck and | missed it by nearly one hour! However the mneeting
pl ace proved to be a buprestid "gold nmne" for the other - - said Svata, "I |ove
this place!"; however, when Chuck and | returned two days later it had turned to
| ead!

12-13 July: We bid fond adieu to the Eurobupers the norning of 12 July, since
they had to be in Mexico Gty by the 15th. W soon missed the daily sight of
"Yassir" (alias "Banana Man") driving his white VW acconpanied by his
col | eagues, "Fidel" and "The Hatched Man". The renminder of us scatterd from
Tehuantepec in all directions, collecting a variety of interesting Buprestidae.
Most notabl e were Gaxacanthaxia viridis (Dave, Gayle and Ted really had to work
for these, getting wounded by thorns and soaking wet in the process - - what
heroes!), Acherusia tristis (to collect these, Chuck and | had to endure high
wi nds, which were al nbst enough to render us airborne with our beating sheets -
- it is no wonder a nearby town is nanmed "La Ventosa"!) and at |east two species

of Xenorhipis. | saw a large and beautiful "Jesus Christ" lizard (Basiliscus
sp.), which dropped from a palm and ran away on two legs. At one stop, the
Caxacan police (6 of them- - all heavily arned!) warned Chuck and | of danger
from robbery or - - horror of horrors - - nurder! We l|eft! Those police were

very nice and hel pful, very unlike those that Chuck and | encountered in Mexico
City on our 1990 trip! Heavy thounderstorns pounded the aerea, our forst

significant rain since 3 July. The nore nights at Oasis Hotel, wth the
squawki ng parrots, chattering nonkey, howing cats, barking dogs, crowng
roosters, and clangorous trucks and busses - - sonme continuing all night |ong

Mexico is a veritabl e cacophony!



14 July: Ted joined Chuck and | for the return drive to Acapul co, since he was
driving alone and needed to depart the sane day. Dave and Gayle remained in
Tehuantepec, later to retrace their route and hit all the good spots on the way
back to Acapulco, arriving there for their flight on 26 July. After their
pl undering, we feel certain that there are not many buprestids left in Mxico!
The coastal area from Salina Cruz to Acapulco has beeb largely disturbed by

agriculture, and even otherwise we found the collecting to be poor - - as was
the highway, which is places |ooked like it had been bonbed! We drove 420 kms -
- by far our longest day - - and spent the night in Pinotepa Nacional, where we

obt ai ned cheap | odgi ng, had a good honestyle nmeal, and | got cheap cerveza.

15-16 July. W returned to Chil pancingo and again collected nearby sites. One
cool afternoon provided ideal <conditions to beat, and we collected nany
speci mens of Agrilus spp., nostly from acacias. Ted won the prize, collecting
yet anot her new speci es of Acmaeodera whi ch had been known from one speci nen. W
dined on tacos and fried chiocken, and | found ny favorite Mexican beverage,

horchata (I'lIl bet you thought it was cervezal!). Sonething seened to have
happened to the barking German Shepherd at Mtel Las Cabafias, and the "Cohete
Man" must have gone out of business - - hooray!

17 July: Chuck and Ted reanmin to collect in Cafion de Zopilote, while | drove to
visit ny friends in Acapulco - - a nost welconme respite before the flight hone.
Luckily, | missed "Hurricane Georgette" by one day. | got a good deal on a
bottle of tequila too!

18 July: After driving 3359 knms in "El Escarabajo Blanco", the long flight home
began. But here "Mirphy's Law' caught up with Chuck and |: when we arrived at
Acapulco Airport, we found the airline did not have us in their conmputer and
there was no such flight for which we had tickets booked from Mexico City to Los

Angel es! They quickly corrected it all for us in Acapulco, but waiting - - long
past the tinme our plane was supposed to depart (luckily it did not!) - - to
receive a boarding pass in Mexico City was an experience | do not want to
repeat. But all is well that ends well - - and, it did!

In retrospect it was a good trip, one |ong-anticipated. The collecting could
have been better - - for nme, anyway (but 1'd conplain if hung with a new rope!);
however, a large part of this adventure was the interesting scenery, good food,
good beer and good conpany - - and no bandidos. Still, for the next adventure |
woul d recommend that we all neet in and collect from one central |ocation (How
about Australia?!). The logistics of driving a |long distance, especially in a
country like Mexico, with as many people and cars as we had sonetines were
frustrating. Anyway, thanks to all of you who participated (and in advance for
all the notable specinmens of Acrmaeodera which you wll nmake available for
study!) and condol ences to all of you who didn't.
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